  SUMMIT HIGH SCHOOL

IB MYP CIVICS and ECONOMICS
Semester 1
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Students will continue their foundational studies in the social sciences as they investigate civics and economics in the United States.  Student projects will encourage individuals to engage in local, state, and national civic activity.

COURSE PREREQUISITES: None

DURATION:  Year
TARGET GRADE LEVEL: 9
INSTRUCTOR:  Mr. Tom Lutke  Room# 1329  Phone 970-368-1125



Email: tlutke@summit.k12.co.us (best method to contact instructor)

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME (IB MYP):
Summit High School is full school MYP (grades 9 and 10).  As such, this course will be taught through the IB MYP philosophy which emphasizes holistic learning, communication, and international mindedness as outlined in the IB Learner Profile. Through guiding questions and the areas of interaction, students will investigate content and complete assignments using MYP aims, objectives and assessment criterion. 
REQUIRED READINGS AND MATERIALS: 

3-ring binder, looseleaf paper, writing utensils, computer disk/usb key, planner

Textbook

The basic text for this course will be Civics Today: Citizenship, Economics and You.  Other materials, including class sets of books and periodicals will be used in class.  Textbooks are for classroom use only, if a student needs to do make up work they must check-out a cd-rom version of the text.  Lost or damaged replacement cost is $115.  Students will be charged for any unreturned text and could receive an NG/No Grade on their report card.

Essential Learning Outcomes; Colorado State Standards
· How do your rights, roles and status relate to the general welfare of the community?
· Understand how an individual’s rights, roles and status relate to the general welfare.

· Understand government and its development over time.

· Understand how governments acquire power and use it to maintain order.

Colorado High School Social Studies Standard 4.1 - Civics

Research, formulate positions, and engage in appropriate civic participation to address local, state, and national issues or policies

Colorado High School Social Studies Standard 4.2-Civics
Purposes of and limitations on the foundations, structures and functions of government

Colorado High School Social Studies Standard 4.3-Civics
Analyze how public policy - domestic and foreign - is developed at the local, state, and national levels and compare how policy-making occurs in other forms of government

Colorado High School Social Studies Standard 1.3-History
The significance of ideas as powerful forces throughout history

COURSE OUTLINE: 
UNIT 1: CITIZENSHIP & IMMIGRATION
Guiding Question/Generative Topic: 

· Who are Americans and what are their rights, duties and responsibilities?

Do our stated ideals create progress or mask hypocrisy? 
MYP Area of Interaction:

· Approaches to Learning, Community and Service

Topics of Study:
· Diversity of Americans and the theories to explain it

· What it means to be a citizen

· Rights, duties, roles and responsibilities of citizens

· Non-citizen Americans and the Immigration Issue




Culminating Performances:

· Citizenship and Immigration in the 21st Century Project

· Unit Exam

MYP Assessment Criterion: Knowing and Understanding, Thinking Critically
UNIT 2: FOUNDATIONS OF GOVERNMENT AND THE LIVING CONSTITUTION

Guiding Question/Generative Topic:

· How is the US Constitution a blueprint for democracy?

· Is democracy the optimal form of government?

· What are inalienable rights?

MYP Area of Interaction:

· Approaches to Learning, Human Ingenuity
Topics of Study:
· Political and philosophical foundations

· Declaration of Independence

· 3 Branches of Government
· US Constitution and the Bill of Rights

Culminating Performances:

· Bill of Rights: Teach Your Peers

· Unit Exam

MYP Assessment Criterion: Investigating, Communicating
UNIT 3: THE US POLITICAL SYSTEM


Guiding Question/Generative Topic: 

· How do philosophies and values influence government?

· How do Americans constantly reevaluate their society?

MYP Area of Interaction:

· Approaches to Learning, Human Ingenuity

Topics of Study:
· The Political Spectrum

· Right vs. Left

· Role of Political Parties and their Candidates

· The Two Party System 

· Third Parties




Culminating Performances:

· Party Affiliation Essay
· Unit Exam

MYP Assessment Criterion: Knowing and Understanding, Thinking Critically
UNIT 4: VOTING AND ELECTIONS
Guiding Question/Generative Topic: 

· What defines an informed citizen?

· What constitutes a great leader?

· Can an individual really make a difference?
MYP Area of Interaction:

· Approaches to Learning, Health and Social Education

Topics of Study:

· Propaganda

· Campaign Finance and Reform

· Political Action Committees

· Ballot Issues

· The Process of Voting

· The Presidency and Electoral College

Culminating Performances:
· Create Your OWN Political Party

· Unit Exam

MYP Assessment Criterion: Knowing and Understanding, Investigating, Thinking Critically, 




Communicating
***Significant dates and events of American culture may be spontaneously included in course of study.  During major election years we may shuffle the order of the units.

GRADING PROCEDURES:

Grades for this class will be determined on a standards based system.
According to current research, students achieve better success when they are given multiple opportunities to improve in identified skill areas without having scores averaged over time. By giving students continual feedback on achievement progress, students are encouraged to improve their performance over time. This course uses specific rubrics with descriptors that clearly indicate a particular level of achievement on the identified criteria for this subject.  
Students will receive ‘grades’ on a 4.0 scale based on their current performance on each of the specified criteria, always allowing for improvement. Grades may continue to improve as students continue to demonstrate higher achievement in each particular skill.

MYP Criterion for Humanities (please refer to Criterion Rubric Sheet)
Criterion A: Knowing and Understanding          Criterion B: Investigating

Criterion C: Thinking Critically                         Criterion D: Communicating

Grade Scale:

Standards-Based Achievement Levels and Descriptors
	Score
	Level
	Descriptors

	4
	Advanced High
	Student consistently and thoroughly exceeds grade level standards and is able to apply them almost faultlessly in a wide variety of situations.  The student demonstrates originality and insight and always produces work of high quality.

	3.5
	Advanced
	Student consistently exceeds grade level standards and is able to apply learned information and skills to new and unfamiliar situations with original insights beyond what is covered in the classroom.

	3
	 Proficient High
	Student consistently meets and sometimes exceeds grade level standards and is able to apply learned information and skills to new and unfamiliar situations independently.

	2.5
	Proficient
	Student competently and consistently meets grade level standards and is able to apply learned information and skills to some new or unfamiliar situations with minimal adult support.

	2
	Progressing
	Student sometimes meets grade level standards and uses regular adult support to apply learned information and skills to some new or unfamiliar situations.

	1.5
	Partially Proficient
	Student seldom meets grade level standards and is seldom able to apply learned information and skills.

	1
	Unsatisfactory
	Student does not meet grade level standards and does not apply learned information or skills.

	.5
	Unsatisfactory
	Student does not meet grade level standards and does not apply learned information or skills.


POWERSCHOOL:  (What to look for)
When looking at grades it is important to focus on the last 3 assignments you see in Powerschool.  Each represents one of 3 Criterion Achievement levels (A, B, and C).  Each of these is a representation of your work throughout the course of the semester (based on a 4.0 scale).  

	Everything entered in before achievement level scores is part of students “body of evidence.” Course long assessments based on all four criteria (A, B,C and D).  Assessments will also be linked to Colorado State Standards.
	Criterion A: Achievement Level
	Criterion B: Achievement Level
	Criterion C:

Achievement Level
	Criterion D: Achievement Level
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	0-4
	0-4
	0-4
	0-4
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School Work Policies
* MAKE-UP WORK:
It is the responsibility of each student to communicate missed content and assignments as a result of an excused absence.


* RE-TAKES:  None

* LATE WORK: Students will adhere to the following procedure in regards to late assignments


Due Dates: Assigned by teacher


No Work Accepted: At the end of each unit


Missed Tests: Must be made up on your own time (access, before school, etc.)

ATTENDANCE POLICIES:  
· Class assignments, activities, and discussions are important to gain a complete understanding of the subject matter. 
· Students with excused absences will be excused from any non-graded activity, but it must be noted that certain experiences provide understanding, which is difficult or impossible to make up.  
· Students will be held responsible for the information they missed. 
· Time after school with the teacher may be required in order to make up missed work.

BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS: 
All school rules as outlined in the Conduct and Discipline Guide/Student Handbook will be enforced. In addition we will emphasize the following:

At Summit High School we have PRIDE.  We strive to achieve our four touchstones of POSITIVE BEHAVIOR; RESPECT to self, others and your school; INCLUSION of all students in programs at SHS; having a DEDICATION TO EXCELLENCE in all that you do.  

How does PRIDE look in this classroom?

	Positive Attitude
	Respect
	Include
	Dedication to Excellence

	-I bring a “can do” attitude.

-I show a consistent and strong effort.
	-I allow others to learn.
 I help them when it is appropriate.

-I clean up and return materials.
	-I am tolerant.

-I support others in their learning.

-I am open- minded.
	-I bring what I need to succeed. 

-I ask for help.

-I’m willing to help others.


1. Be On Time to class!  This means in your seat, ready for class, BEFORE the bell rings. If you are tardy, you must go to the office and obtain a pass, or a pass from the teacher/administrator who detained you—NO Exceptions!!!  If a teacher is sending you to class late please go to the attendance office and get a pass from them first!!!

2. Be Prepared for class!  Have with you all of the necessary books, homework, and materials in order to effectively complete the day’s tasks.  You will not be allowed to go back to your locker to get items once class has begun.

3. Be Respectful and Considerate!  Treat yourself and others with the respect and consideration we all deserve.  No profanity or other forms of disrespect will be tolerated.  Ethnic, racial, gender, or other types of personal slurs will not be tolerated even in private conversation.  All school rules as outlined in the Conduct and Discipline Guide/Student Handbook will be enforced.  It is also expected that you will respect the facilities of the classroom.  Do NOT write on desks, walls, etc…       Teacher’s area is off limits
4. Be Responsible!  All class work, homework and assignments are the responsibility of the student.  If you are absent, you must see to it that all work is completed and turned in.  It is suggested that each student identify two members of the class from whom he or she can get assignments when an absence is unavoidable. In addition, refer to the homework folders when you have been absent.  Each student is responsible for his/her own learning.  Extra assignments will be placed in the bins at the front of the room, so please don’t ask me for an extra one, go there first.
5. Students with written learning plans need to be proactive in advocating for themselves in an appropriate manner.

6. If you don’t know, ASK!  “I didn’t know” will not be accepted as a valid excuse for failing to turn in assignments or for not conducting yourself in the proper manner.  It is always better to ask for clarification if you are unsure of what is expected. 
7. Food/Drink in the classroom!  Responsible consumption of food and drink will be   

       allowed only with my permission. Only beverages with a cap/lid may be consumed in the 
classroom.
8. Hall Passes!  You will only be allowed to leave class in emergencies (and emergencies don’t occur very often.)  Be sure to take care of things like going to the bathroom prior to entering class.  Your student planner is the only acceptable pass.   Do not abuse this privilege. No one is allowed to use the bathroom in the first 10 minutes and the last 10 minutes of class. 
9. Cheating and Make-ups!  
Plagiarism-“The taking of  ideas, writings, etc. and passing them off as one’s own.”  
If you are caught cheating on any assignment (homework, quiz, test) you will automatically be given no credit and referred to administration for disciplinary action.  There will be no make-up work for that assignment.  
Name____________________________

Class Period_________

Date________________

This is your first homework assignment and grade for the semester.  Complete this page and return at the beginning of our next class.

Please read and review the syllabus with your parent/guardian and complete the following.
Mr. Lutke
I have read and understand the above grading procedures, classroom policies, as well as behavioral and academic expectations for your Civics-Economics class.  I will not hesitate to contact you if I have questions or concerns about this syllabus or the course.  I understand that the best way for parents/guardians to contact you is by email at tlutke@summit.k12.co.us . I will do my best to follow the rules or assist my child in following the rules and procedures and meet or exceed the academic expectations of the class. 

Student Name: ___________________________________

Student Signature: ____________________________________ Date:___________

Parent Name:  ____________________________________

Parent email:_______________________________________________

Parent Signature: _____________________________________ Date:___________

Comments:
All Assessments





A





B





C





D





Scores will combine to create final grade (will be seen as 4.0 scale) 





Final Scores will be reported out based on a 4.0 scale that will appear on your report card.   








